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Hitler's Promises of nth July 1936
The chief obstacle to a forcible Anschluss between Austria
and Germany was not only the resistance of the Austrian
Government and the Austrian people to a fusion with
National Socialism, but also the interest of Mussolini in the
Danubian Republic. The march of Italian troops to the
Brenner in July 1934 must have convinced Hitler that any
attempt at the annexation of Austria would give rise to an
armed conflict with Italy. In the summer of 1936 Italy
was faced by the preparations for the Abyssinian War.
Mussolini wanted to be sure of his rear and had therefore
a burning interest in bringing about an armistice 'between
Austria and Germany. Herr von Papen in Vienna, and
Herr von Hassel, the German Ambassador in Rome, were
therefore commissioned to draft a treaty with the aim of a
rapprochement between Italy and Germany which was to
produce something in the nature of a lasting peace between
Germany and Austria.
On the advice of his two ambassadors Hitler decided
formally to guarantee Austria's independence. He had also
decided thus early to break his pledge and this solemn
covenant. Treaties always have been but scraps of paper
to him.
On the nth July 1936 this notorious treaty between
Germany and Austria came into force. The text ran as
follows:
Convinced that they are thereby rendering a valuable
contribution towards the peaceful development of Europe,
and believing that they are thereby rendering the best
service to the various common interests of the two German
States, the Government of the German Reich and the
Government of the Austrian Federal States have decided
to restore normal and friendly mutual relations.
It is therefore declared :
(i) In the sense of the statement made by the Ftihrer
and Reichschancellor on 2ist May 1935, the German
Government recognises the full sovereignty of the Federal
State of Austria.